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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 


162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Il. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and 
herbs, gathered from the mountains of Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by 
Rev. Father Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, 
whose books are in official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favor- 
ably in cases of gout, skin di , ab , stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, 
etc. It has a very beneficial effect especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. 
Father Kuensle has the recommendation of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price of 
regular Lapidar $2.50 per box. Persons afflicted with high blood pressure, gout, or 
stomach troubles or weak heart and nerves or liver troubles, inquire for SPECIAL 
LAPIDAR mentioning nature of ailment. Price $2.85 per box. We also cannot highly 
enough recommend our table tea, Messenger of the Alps, to be used as a daily bever- 
age. Price: large box 95 cents, plus postage. 


Agents wanted Address: Lapidar Co., Chino, California 


Schools & Study Clubs 


We offer 30 different pictures of 
the Mass for 1 cent. Each picture 
has explanatory text. The pictures 
are printed on a large sheet, so the 
| different things which the priest does 
Bary 3; can be seen at a glance. Coloring 
the vestments with crayon will add 
greatly to the appearance of the 


Consecration of the Wine pictures. 


Postage is prepaid if an order for 100 sets is accompanied by a 
remittance of $1. 500 sets will be sent postpaid for $4.50. 


Catechetical Guild, 541 Univ. Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 









































TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price, per year, $1.00 Foreign countries, $1.25. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1897. <Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, Authorized July 17, 1918. 











Unusual Premiums for Catholic Press Month 


; Given for 
NEW Subscriptions to “Tabernacle & Purgatory” 


* * * 


For 1 NEW Subscription 


God Himself Our Sacrifice Two popular 64 page book- 


lets treating of the Divine 
In the Splend f the Morning Sun 
° sili iJ Sacrifice, the purpose, excel- 


lence and efficacy of Holy Mass, impressing the reader with the truth 
that God Himself is offered in the Sacrifice of the Mass. 


For 2 NEW Subscriptions 


“The Christian Home” —an excellent treatise on the Christian 
ideal of family life and the secret of true happiness in the home. 


For 3 NEW Subscriptions 


Biography of Rev. Rosary — genuine co- 
Father Lukas Etlin, coa beads on durable 
O.S.B.—an interesting chain, 18 inches in 
and edifying sketch of length. 
the life of this holy 
priest of God. Attract- Nickel-bound Cruci- 
ive paper binding; 91 fix — six inches in 
pages, 13 illustrations. length. 


For 5 NEW Subscriptions 


The Passion of Our 
Lord — from the revela- 
tions of Anna Catherine 
Emmerich. Few hearts 
could remain unmoved on 
reading these remarkable 
descriptions of the sorrows 
and sufferings of Our Sav- 
ior and His Mother. Es- 
pecially excellent for read- 
ing and meditation during 
Lent. 








Prayers & Exercises 
of St. Gertrude — a com- 
bination of the beautiful 
prayers and spiritual exer- 
cises of the seraphic saint 
who was privileged with a 
most intimate union with 
Our Lord and His Blessed 
Mother. An excellent guide 
for those leading a devout 
life, and a very acceptable 
gift for religious. 


A year’s subscription to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” free. 
Ebony Crucifix — with beveled edge, oxidized corpus. 


For 6 NEW Subscriptions 
The King’s Steward—a human-interest story of the life of a 
Catholic business man. It presents to the reader an outstanding gentle- 
man in the light of a keen business executive, a dutiful husband and 
loving father. It comes in attractive stiff cloth binding. 
(Please mention premium desired.) 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Happy Hours at Nazareth 


Though the little home at Nazareth was humble and poor, 
it was a paradise of true peace and happiness. The three mem- 


bers of the Holy Family lived together in perfect harmony, each 
seeking but the good pleasure of the other two. Truly, there is no 
place more heavenly than a happy home, where the law of God is 
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observed and the spirit of love and sacrifice prevails. It is there 
the sweetest joys of life are tasted. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 


A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation of 
the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 
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The “Offertory” of Jesus’ Life 


For the Feast of the Presentation and Purification — February 2d 








ESUS, our Savior and His Blessed Mother were not, 
indeed, bound by the Mosaic Law which required that 
the first-bora sons of Israel be presented to God in 
the Temple forty days after birth and that the mother 
undergo the rite of purification after the birth of each 
child. Nevertheless, Jesus, the supreme Lawgiver, and 
Mary, the Virgin most pure and undefiled, complied with every 
requisite of this law, giving us an example of profound obedience and 
humility, of love of poverty and holy purity. Hosts of invisible angels 
must have hovered over Mary and Joseph as they wended their way 
with their precious Burden from Bethlehem to Jerusalem, where the 
Garden of Olives loomed forebodingly in the distance and Calvary 
raised aloft its gloomy summit. 

Thus the Anointed of the Lord, the Long-desired of nations, is 
borne for the first time into His Temple, into His Father’s house. In 
Mary’s arms He offers Himself to His Heavenly Father to be the 
Victim of our Redemption, as in future years He will continue to do 
daily by the hands of numberless priests... But no one can see what 
transpires in the Heart of Jesus; no one hears the words of immolation 











292 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


uttered by the Child. His lips are silent and motionless. Hidden in 
His inmost Heart is the glow of the sacrificial flame, whose fragrant 
incense rises heavenward. But the secret thoughts of the Child are 
expressed by the lips of the Mother as she offers to the Father her 
Well-beloved for the salvation of the world. Oh, with what profound 
humility, with what glowing ardor and sacrificial love, does the youth- 
ful Mother make this precious offering! 

Simeon, the aged high priest, enlightened by the Holy Spirit, 
recognizes in the poor, helpless Babe the Messiah promised of old. 
With rapturous joy He receives the Child from His Mother’s arms. 
Death no longer holds any terror for him since He has pressed to 
his heart his Lord and his God, who one day shall be his Judge. With 
animation he proclaims the signification of this Child to the world, 
and declares His future greatness... “Lumen ad revelationem gentium 
et gloriam plebis tuae Israel — A light to the revelation of the Gen- 
tiles, and the glory of Thy people, Israel” (Luke ii, 32). 

These words of holy Simeon have become the motive of the 
Church’s liturgy for the Feast of the Presentation, in which lighted 
candles play so prominent a part. On this day the Church blesses the 
candles which are to be used in her ceremonies and by the faithful 
in their homes during the ensuing year. By the hands of her ministers, 
she offers to each of her children a lighted candle, symbolizing Christ 
and His Divine life. The procession with lighted candles is a figure 
of the life of a Christian. who should bear Christ within himself, 
and the Church itself becomes a figure of heaven. 

In the Mass of this feast we stand, like Simeon, with outstretched 
hands to receive the “Light of the world.” Especially beautiful and 
significant is the holding of lighted candles by the faithful during the 
reading of the Gospel and again during the canon of the Mass. This 
ought to be done in the most fervent spirit of sacrifice, each one 
offering himself to God in union with our Divine Redeemer, to adore 
and thank Him for His presentation in the flesh for us and to honor 
the Mother of God in her purification. The same lively sentiments 
of devotion ought to inflame our breasts on this occasion as if we 
had been present at the offering of our Lord in the temple, whilst we 
carry in our hands these emblems of our spiritual joy and homage, 
and of the consecration of ourselves in union with our heavenly Victim 
by the hands of His Virgin Mother. 

The Epistle, taken from the last of the prophets, Malachy, an- 
nounces that Christ will presently appear in the temple. In the Gospel 
we see this prophecy fulfilled. In a more sublime manner it is ful- 
filled at the Consecration, when the “Lord, the messenger of the 
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covenant,” appears personally on the altar. He comes also today as 
the “King of the new light,” —a light so resplendent that no mortal 
eye could endure to look upon it, so glowing that it purifies and re- 
fines us as gold and silver (Epistle). 

At the Offertory we unite ourselves with Mary, who offered two 
turtle doves as an oblation of thanksgiving and expiation, and then 
presented her Divine Son by the hands of the high priest to His 
Eternal Father. With what sentiments did the Divine Infant offer 
Himself to His Father at the same time! It was the greatest homage 
to His honor and glory the Father could receive; a sacrifice of satis- 
faction adequate to repair the injuries done the Godhead by our sins, 
and sufficient to ransom our souls from everlasting death! With what 
charity did not Jesus offer Himself to endure all His torments, to be 
scourged, crowned with thorns and ignominiously put to death for us! 

At the Communion we are like the aged Simeon who was per- 
mitted to hold in his arms the Anointed of the Lord; but we are 
permitted to hold Him in a far closer embrace, in the intimate union 
of our hearts. 

Today the prophecies have been fulfilled which foretold that the 
Temple of Jerusalem would be distinguished because the Savior would 
appear there and reveal Himself as the Messiah, the’ Son of God. 
Today for the first time He is formally presented to His Heavenly 
Father. The law required that every first-born son, after being pre- 
sented in the Temple, should be ransomed by an offering. The pres- 
entation of our Lord, however, had a deeper significance: God does 
not set His Son free. The presentation through the hands of Mary was, 
so to speak, the offertory of His life. If we compare the Savior-life 
of Jesus with the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, His presentation is the 
offertory, and His death on the Cross, the elevation and consecration. 
Today the Divine Lamb of sacrifice lies, as it were, on the paten and 
is offered to His Father; in thirty-three years He will consummate 
His sacrifice upon the altar of the Cross. 





“IT want to make you understand by a very simple comparison how much 
Jesus loves souls, even the imperfect, who trust in Him. Suppose the father 
of two froward and disobedient children, coming to punish. them, sees one 
tremble and draw away from him in terror; while the other, on the contrary, 
throwing himself into his arms, says he is sorry, promises to be good hence- 
forth, and begs for a kiss as punishment. Do you think the delighted father 
will withstand the filial confidence of this.child? He knows that his son will 
fall again many a time into the same faults, but he is disposed to pardon him 
always, if always there be an appeal to his heart. —I say nothing of the 
other child; you must understand that his father cannot love him as much or 
treat him with the same indulgence.” — St. Therese 
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Nazareth, the Model of Christian Families 





r#) HRISTIAN families are urged te keep always before 
PN) them the example of the Holy Family and to model 
their home life after that of the humble home of 
Nazareth. Especially during the month of February, 
which is dedicated to the honor of the Holy Family 
' and the hidden life of our Lord, the Church keeps 
before us the sublime lesson and example of that Family which ex- 
emplifies the highest and holiest standards of family life and virtue. 

In the Encyclical of Pope Leo XIII, by which, in 1892, he 
instituted the Feast of the Hcly Family,* we find the following passage: 
“When the merciful Lord decreed to accomplish the work of Re- 
demption, for which many generations had longed, He ordered its 
attainment in such a way that its very first beginnings presented to the 
world the sublime picture of a family, instituted by God, in which all 
mankind might behold the most perfect model of domestic concord 
and the exemplification of all virtues and sanctity. According to the 
plan of Divine Providence, every Christian, in whatever calling or 
state, was to find in this Holy Family an inducement and a basis for 
the practice of all virtues. 

“In St. Joseph, all Christian fathers have indeed a noble example 
of fatherly protection and solicitude; in the virginal Mother of God, 
all mothers have a perfect model of love, modesty, blessed subordi- 
nation and true fidelity; in Jesus, who was ‘subject to them,’ all 
children have a God-given example of obedience, which they should 
admire, honor and imitate.” 

Further, the encyclical admonishes families of rank to learn from 
the Holy Family, the members of which were of royal descent, to be 
moderate in the time of prosperity and to preserve their dignity in 
adversities. The wealthy should learn from the Holy Family that 
riches are to be esteemed far less than virtue. Laborers, and all who 
may be dissatisfied because of the scantiness of their possessions or 
their subordinate position, will, by gazing upon the holy members of 
that domestic union, find motives to rejoice rather than to grieve over 
their lowly position; for, are not their labors and cares for daily 
sustenance in common with those of the Holy Family? St. Joseph, 
too, was compelled to work for wages to procure the necessaries of 
life; yes, the very hands of the God-man were employed in active labor. 
Is it surprising, then, that many fervent souls have renounced their 








*The Feast of the Holy Family is observed on the first Sunday 
after the Epiphany. 
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riches and have chosen to live a life of poverty and toil in union with 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph? 
Misapplied Remedies 

These words of the holy Pontiff should be read again and again 
in every Catholic family, whether country or city be their habitation, 
whether riches or poverty be their earthly lot; and not only should 
these words be read, but pondered seriously and taken to heart. In 
our days, much is said and written about social reconstruction, but in 
the meantime moral deterioration continues, undermining the very 
foundations of human society. Why? Because reconstruction is un- 
fortunately attempted by inadequate means. If a man saw his house 
tottering in its foundation, its. beams rotting and the walls full of 
cracks, would he not be considered foolish if he attempted to repair 
it by having it painted inside and out? Yet when attempts are made 
to repair the decadent structure of society on similar principles, the 
wisdom of the promoters is praised. 

The home is the heart of all society. It is the influence of the 
home, above all others, that moulds the minds and hearts of men and 
women, inspires them with high ideals and noble purposes, gives to 
the state its loyal citizens and to the Church the immortal souls created 
to the image and likeness of God. Catholic faith and charity must 
safeguard our Catholic homes against the many present-day dangers 
which threaten to disrupt family life and to rob our children of the 
sweetest and strongest influence which the human heart can know. 


Sources of Evil 


Chief among the factors that are destroying the Christian ideal 
of home is the ever-growing evil of divorce. The Catholic Church, 
faithful to the teachings of her Divine Founder, has always been and 
always will be the uncompromising defender of the sanctity and 
stability of the bond of matrimony. Another evil, perhaps even 
more dangerous to Catholics, is mixed marriage. Many forget that the 
Catholic Church does not approve such marriages, but only tolerates 
them under certain conditions, in order to avoid greater evils. Sad 
experience has proved only too frequently that a mixed marriage is 
not only a shaky foundation for home happiness, but a fertile source 
cf religious indifference and of loss of faith. And how can there be 
true unity of mind and heart between husband and wife when they are 
divided in religion, which is the only basis of true happiness? 

The trend of modern life with its apartment houses, its auto- 
mobiles, its love of change, its craving for new sensations, its pursuit 
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of pleasure, its ever-multiplying public amusements, is exercising a 
baneful influence on family life. It is our Christian duty to guard 
ourselves against those disruptive habits of living, which, driving both 
parents and children to seek their interests and pleasures outside the 
family circle, have made so many modern homes little more than con- 
venient stopping-places for food and shelter and a change of raiment. 


Means of Insuring Happiness 

It is often said that the home is what the mother makes it. 
But it stands to reason that both father and mother, and children 
likewise, have their special duties and must co-operate in building up 
and maintaining the happiness of family life, after the example of 
the Holy Family of Nazareth. It is to be regretted. that in our days 
the time-honored custom of prayer in common has fallen into disuse, 
for this is a powerful means of drawing the members of the family 
together in the close bonds of faith and charity. What a beautiful 
spectacle in the sight of God is the family united in praying the 
Rosary at the close of day, or in repeating together the act of conse- 
cration to the Sacred Heart before an image enthroned in the home. 
Did but every Christian family model its life on the humble but 
peaceful home of Nazareth, and each member imitate the correspond- 
ing member of the Holy Family, what happiness would reign in our 
homes, and how soon would not the tottering structure of society be 
repaired! 





Harmony in the Home 





ELL has Holy Church chosen the lesson for the Feast 

of the Holy Family from the Epistle of St. Paul to the 
Colossians: “‘Brethren, put ye on as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, the bowels of mercy, benignity, hu- 
mility, modesty, patience, bearing with one another, 
if any have a complaint against another; even as the 
Lord hath forgiven you, so do you also. But above all 
these things, have charity, which is the bond of perfection: and let the 
peace of Christ rejoice in your hearts...’ 

Here we find mirrored the virtues which should adorn the mem- 
bers of a Christian househcld, if they wish to live together in peace 
and harmony. The subject of home-virtues has been treated of most 
admirably in a series of leaflets issued under the direction of Father 
Matheo, the ardent apostle of Enthronement of the Sacred Heart. We 
shall adapt some of his thoughts to our purpose, with the hope of 
promoting in many families the blessed spirit of peace which ought 
there to reign. 
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Religion and Virtue, the Foundations of Unity 


For all who are called to live.together, and for those in particular 
who, as members of the same family, have so much intercourse with 
each other, the question of mutual agreement and unity is of the utmost 
importance. There are many homes today where sadness is present 
because unity is absent; and the reason of it all is that the members 
of those homes do not try to acquire and do not practice virtue as 
they should. God, and the things of God, make for family unity. Upon 
God, as the Author of the family, unity depends; and in Him, family 
affections must unite if they are to be true and lasting. Religion and 
virtue, not only taught but practiced in the family, are the surest bonds 
for holding families together in unity, and for safeguarding and secur- 
ing them in lasting agreement. 

Too often, alas! instead of close union and harmony, opposition 
and disagreement reign. By word and by deed, a constant warfare is 
waged. Quarrels and disagreements disturb the peace of the home; 
and relationships which should be the sweetest and happiest become a 
source of misery and gloom. The one and only preventive of such a 
condition and its one and only cure is virtue, practiced in God, for 
God, and by God’s grace. If unity is to reign in the family, and if it 
is to last, it must have virtue for its support and God for its motive. 
Apart from Him, it is morally impossible to prevent clashes of char- 
acter, so fatal to family unity, among those whom Providence has 
placed together beneath one family roof. 

Where God is, it is always possible, no matter how much characters 
may differ, to come to a mutual understanding, to reach a virtuous 
agreement, whereby the harmony of the home remains undisturbed, 
and the inmates live happily united. Tastes, ideas and habits may and 
will differ, but family unity will not suffer where the spirit of sacrifice 
is cultivated; for the spirit of true family unity shows itself in the 
solicitude which each member has for the happiness of the others. 
This solicitude makes each member of the family study the feelings 
and wishes of the others, and readily undergo any amount of trouble 
to avoid hurting or wounding another. It keeps the members of 
the family from petty disputes, bickerings and quarrels; or, if it does 
not entirely suppress occasional minor outbreaks, it certainly does 
eliminate those more serious outbursts, in which words are sometimes 
said and things done that are not easily forgiven and forgotten. 

Another virtue of vital importance for peace in the home is a 
forgiving spirit. Just as each one must endeavor not to hurt or in- 
jure the other, so must all endeavor, when they are hurt or injured, 
to forgive at once, not only in word and outward appearance, but from 
the heart. To do so is certainly not natural to us; human nature in 
the main is bitter and unforgiving. To forgive therefore is something 
that has to be learnt; something that will be acquired only by grace 
working through prayer and practice, for it is a supernatural virtue. 
A great many who are ready to say they forgive, deceive themselves by 
cherishing in their minds and hearts certain hard and disagreeable 
words which they promise themselves the pleasure of saying when 
occasion offers. Others deliberately make up their minds not to forgive. 
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They brood over things, and prepare themselves for revenge in word 
and deed. In this, their imagination becomes active, their offense 
quickly assumes the most exaggerated proportions, and soon it is not 
the original offense on which they are brooding, but a monster of their 
own unforgiving minds. How contrary this is to the spirit of Christian 
charity! And how unworthy of the children of an all-forgiving Father! 
Let persons thus disposed be warned that our Lord has made the for- 
giveness of our own offenses strictly dependent on the way we forgive 
others. In His own prayer, He has us pronounce judgment on ourselves 
if we are unforgiving: ‘Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.” 

There are, indeed, circumstances in which we have the right, and 
maybe the duty, to speak up for our own protection. We sometimes 
have to defend and vindicate the just rights.which God Himself has 
given us. Were it not so, life would be almost impossible with certain 
people. But even then we must learn to be forebearing and patient 
in our conduct, and never be led by a spirit of unforgiveness. 

Another virtue which should be given a generous place and find 
widespread practice in family life is gentleness. A gentle person is not, 
however, as so many people think, a tame, quiet, insipid sort of being, 
without spirit, vitality or character. True gentleness cannot exist where 
weakness is found, because it is a virtue that springs from an absolute 
mastery, whereby all the strongest movements and uprisings of nature 
are kept in hand and firmly controlled. It is the strong, and not the 
weak, who are genuinely gentle. Real love of God and real love of 
neighbor make all hearts gentle, so that we might define a gentle 
person as one who never needlessly or heedlessly inflicts pain upon 
another. 

Even in the vindication of right and in the exercise of authority, 
there can still be gentleness. 

Family life teems wit opportunities and occasions for putting 
this virtue into practice. Let husbands be gentle towards their wives, 
for husbands who are truly gentle are true gentlemen. Let every wife 
be gentle and gracious toward her husband, for in gentleness and 
graciousness true womanhood consists. Let fathers and mothers be 
gentle toward their children, and brothers and sisters toward one 
another. Let the gentleness of Jesus be conspicuous in everything 
said and done in the home; then the strength and sweetness of His 
peace will reign in the life of the family. 

Oh, let us each do our part, each one of us, in our home, to keep 
it happy and united. Let us keep before our eyes the sublime model 
of the humble home at Nazareth — that earthly paradise of concord 
and happiness —and strive to imitate its members in the practice of 
patience, gentleness, unselfishness and charity. It may sometimes be 
very difficult, and may call for much sacrifice and great virtue. But 
if every member of the family, whether it be father or mother, brother 
or sister, lives not for self, but is altogether devoted to the happiness 
of the others, shrinks before no difficulty and refuses no sacrifice, we 
may rest assured that God’s blessing will rest upon that home and He 
will make of it also an earthly paradise of concord and happiness. — 
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To God — on the Wings of Confidence 





; ROM the roots of a living, humble and contrite faith, 
springs the flower of hope. A loving soul which 
humbles itself before the majesty of God with a vivid 
consciousness of its abjection and its faults, soon finds 
itself in a supernatural atmosphere which elevates it on 
the wings of confidence to God Himself, who, though 
He is the Lord of majesty, is also the Father of infinite goodness. 

Contrite humility is not incompatible with confidence; in reality, 
humility precedes confidence, for of a greater humility a more lively 
confidence is born. The same spirit that awakens in us a reverent 
fear awakens also a confident piety, because the one and the other 
make us realize that we are in truth sons of God, according to the 
words of St. Paul: “Because you are sons, God hath sent the Spirit 
of His Son into your hearts, crying Abba” — that is Father. (Gal. iv. 6.) 

The perfect adorer of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament should 
draw near to God and remain close to Him with a heart dilated and 
filled with a peaceful confidence, as one who sits in the shade of a 
tree and tastes and enjoys its rich fruits. Jesus is the Tree of Life, 
to whom the Spouse in the Canticles refers when she sings of herself 
as of an adoring soul: “I sat down under his shadow whom I desired: 
and his fruit was sweet to my palate” (Cant. ii. 3). 

Jesus is the merciful Lover to whom it is proper to compassionate 
and to pardon: “Cui proprium est misereri semper et parcere” (Oration, 
Mass of Requiem). And for what other reason should it be fitting 
and proper that Jesus should have compassion and mercy than that 
it is our nature to be miserable and sinful? Jesus is the King of 
Peace, on whose banner is written: “Learn of Me, for I am meek and 
humble of heart” (Matt. xi. 29). 

Jesus is the almighty Lord and God, who, if in many things He 
manifests His omnipotence, manifests it in a great degree (as Holy 
Church tells us in the Collect of the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost) - 
by pardoning our sins, compassionating us in our miseries and alleviat- 
ing our necessities. And in fact, what greater work was wrought by 
Divine Omnipotence than that the Son of God became man in order 
to redeem man, that He died on the Cross in order to give life to 
man? Ah, by what greater miracle did Jesus prove His power than 
that of changing bread and wine into His own Body and Blood, and 
remaining with us hidden beneath the species of bread and wine in 
order to be our nourishment, our medicine, our life? Or what greater 
achievement of the sovereign power of the Son of God than His 
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entering into a strife with the rebellious will of man in order to 
captivate it by the force of grace and goodness? 

How confident, then, should the adoring soul feel as she kneels 
in the presence of, or rather sheltered and submerged in the Heart of 
Jesus Sacramental! 

Let your heart be enlarged, O happy soul, and let it be saturated 
and filled to overflowing with living waters, whose inexhaustible source 
is the Eucharistic Heart of Christ Jesus, your Savior. Opened by the 
lance, He offers His Heart to you! How could you fear to enter 
through such a spacious opening and to seek refuge in such a safe 
dwelling? Jesus is with you, who can be against you? For you He 
delivered Himself to death; to you He gives His Body, His Blood 
and His Life in this Sacrament which you adore! After having given 
Himself entirely to you, would He refuse to give you any of the 
treasures of grace which He possesses for you? 

Jesus loves you with an eternal love! What could separate you 
from the love of Jesus? Exterior tribulations or interior anguish? 
Hunger, poverty or persecution? On the contrary, by means of these 
trials the love of Jesus triumphs in you, and your love will triumph 
in Him! It is certain that nothing can deprive you of the love of 
God if you do not yourself sell or barter it for fleeting, sinful 
earthly pleasures. 





A Precious Hostage 





ING Louis IX of France having been taken prisoner by the 

Sultan of Syria in the course of his ill-fated expedition to the 

Holy Land, negotiations were entered into with that infidel 
ruler to obtain the king’s release from captivity, that he might return 
to his own country. The sultan demanded, as was then customary, 
that a hostage should be given to insure the fulfilment of the con- 
ditions agreed upon. What was the pledge he asked? Was it per- 
haps the disposition of a large sum of money or the leaving behind 
of some of the most distinguished French knights? No; what he 
exacted was something of which men think 'ightly, but which is, 
notwithstanding, more precious than the whole world and all it con- 
tains — a consecrated Host! And if you wonder how such an idea 
should enter into the head of a Turkish ruler, do you not conclude 
that it was because he had remarked the extraordinary love and de- 
votion wherewith the captive monarch adored the Sacred Mystery of 
the Altar, and was led to believe that no hostage could be of greater 
value than an object for which the king had such unbounded veneration? 
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A Mighty Agency for Good or Evil 









| URS is said to be an age in which everyone reads. 
) The truth of the statement is seen in the almost 

countless number of publications that flood the world 
month after month. According to publishers’ statistics, 
more than fifty millions of newspapers are run off the 
presses in the United States every day, not to speak 
of the multitude of periodicals, pamphlets and books. The greater 
number of homes in each city, each state, each country have at least 
one newspaper, a magazine or two, and books secured from various 
sources. Yet in face of these facts, is it not appalling that only one- 
third of our American Catholics are subscribers to or supporters of 
a Catholic paper or magazine? 

Good reading is a powerful factor in the intellectual and moral 
development of a people. But the reverse is also true; harmful read- 
-ng exerts an evil influence so far reaching as to be almost incalculable. 
It is difficult to overestimate the power of the press. No mightier 
human agency can be found either for good or evil. Its influence 
spreads everywhere. It acts upon society at large; it enters into the 
bosom of the family. What St. James says of the tongue, that from 
it “proceedeth blessing and cursing” (James iii, 10) may be equally 
well applied to the press. Like the lightning-flash, it penetrates all 
places; its influence is carried to every fireside, lighting up or darken- 
ing the home, dropping along its way deadly poison or healing balm. 
When directed by truth and honesty, the press becomes a valuable 
auxiliary to the Church; when animated by the spirit of falsehood, 
malice or immorality, it is a fearful danger to society, the deadliest 
foe to religion. 


The Mission of the Catholic Press 


The month of February has been designated and set aside by 
Pope Pius XI as Catholic Press Month. It is the month especially 
devoted to the apostolate of the published word, in an effort to make 
Catholics conscious of their need not only to read Catholic literature, 
but also to support the Catholic Press, that it may become an ever 
more effective agency for the preservation of the faith of our Catholic 
people. The mission of the Catholic Press is to carry the seed of 
Faith to some, to implant it where it has not been sown, to keep it 
alive in others, to increase its fruit in many. The Catholic Press has 
souls for its objective, —the extending of God’s kingdom. It stands 
unique in the world of journalism. It covers a field not only of to- 
day and yesterday, but of the twenty centuries since our Savior’s 
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birth. It does not depend upon the current of human events called 
news. It is the living voice of the institution founded by Christ — 
the Catholic Church. As Pope Pius XI beautifully expressed it to 
members of the Catholic Press Association: “You are my voice. I 
do not say that you make my voice heard, but that you really are my 
voice itself; for few, indeed, would be the number of the children of 
our common Father who could learn my wishes and thoughts without 
the aid of the Catholic Press.” 

If the Catholic press is to resist and arrest the progress of evil 
literature in our day, it must be supported. This earnest and active 
support should be one of the most vital and vigorous forms of Catholic 
Action, advocated so highly by Pope Pius XI. The greatest, most 
powerful and far-reaching form of Catholic Action lies in the press. 
And what a pity it is that this agency now reaches only one-third of 
our American Catholics! What of the other two-thirds? How are 
they to be reached? Assuredly, the most effective way is through the 
lay apostolate. Those who subscribe to a Catholic periodical could 
easily interest one or two others to become subscribers, and by passing 
on to others their papers and magazines, they would become apostles 
for the dissemination of. Catholic literature. Would this not be an 
ideal form of Catholic Action not only for Catholic Press month, but 
for all the months of the year? 

The Catholic household that has no Catholic magazine or paper 
coming across its threshold each week or month is threatened with a 
lessened, if not a lost, Faith. There is not a home which is not menaced 
by daily attacks on its Christian ideals, its Catholic Faith and morals 
through the secular press, and much of this is so subtly done as to 
be hardly noticeable to the Catholics themselves. 

Parents who would never permit. their children to associate with 
disreputable characters or unsuitable companions, heedlessly permit 
to come into the family circle reading matter und pictures which en- 
danger the good morals of their children in as great a degree. The 
home or family circle should be a happy retreat from danger and 
evil, always an influence for good, a protection for the character and 
morals of the young. The parents who provide only worthy reading 
matter in their homes do much to discharge their solemn duties and 
to guard the virtue of their children. A priest, long in parish 
work, once remarked: “It is a singular fact that where the Catholic 
Press is strong, the Catholic Faith is also strong. Catholic periodicals 
make the fervent Catholic more fervent. The Catholic Press prevents 
the lukewarm Catholic from decaying into indifference... A well read 
Catholic Press rescues the borderline Catholics and enlivens their 














Tabernacle and Purgatory 303 


Faith.” These statements are but an echo of the words of our present 
Holy Father, the great Pope of the Press, who said: “The power and 
influence of the Catholic Press are so great that even the seemingly 
most insignificant activity in favor of it is always of great importance 
because great results may‘come therefrom.” 


Practical Support 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory” issues forth each month from the 
shadow of the Tabernacle, a humble contribution to the products of our 
Catholic Press. Its aim is to enkindle a deeper love for the Holy Eu- 
charist in its threefold aspect of Sacrifice, Sacrament and Abiding 
Presence, to nourish a greater devotion for this Mystery of Love, by 
increasing knowledge of its sacredness and the measureless graces of 
which It is the source. Through its pages, readers are made conscious 
of the passing value of earthly things, and their attention is fixed on 
the imperishable things of eternity. Articles pertaining to the. poor 
souls captive in purgatory inspire a practical charity toward them and 
instill a salutary fear of Divine Justice. Parents derive from it practi- 
cal lessons in the rearing of their families, and the children are attracted 
by the ‘Little Lovers”’ section, especially designed for them. Thus it 
becomes truly a family magazine, of value and interest to all. 

As your response to the call of Catholic Press Month, will you not 
become an active supporter of “‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’? If you 
could introduce this periodical into even one more home, you would 
thereby become a part of that great, vital movement for Catholic 
Action, you would become an apostle for the cause of the Catholic Press. 

Perhaps the following characteristic comments from our readers 
will manifest better than any words of ours the place “‘Tabernacle and 
Purgatory”’ has taken in their lives, the amount of good that is daily 
being accomplished through its distribution. 


The Catholic Press is doing a wonderful work by bringing good reading 
to all people, and ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory” is an efficient means of impart- 
ing Catholic doctrine to people of all ages. I thoroughly enjoy reading every 
page of each issue. May I offer my sincere congratulations to you for publish- 
ing such a splendid monthly.— Mr. R. E., N. Y. 


I feel so grateful to you for “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” It is an excellent 
religious magazine full of spiritual thoughts, and deserves a place in every 
Catholic home in every country. I have always been delightéd with its make- 
up and its splendid articles. I shall do my best to spread this magazine among 
many Catholics. — Rev. J. A., Ceylon. 


I have just received my copy of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” and I cer- 
tainly enjoy reading its pages over and over again. There always seems to 
be additional food for thought between the lines — spiritual food and the en- 
couragement we all need to sustain us temporally and spiritually... My sincere 
hope is that your magazine may have an unlimited circulation. Would that it 
were in my power to spread it farther and farther. When circumstances are 
more favorable, I shall send the names of friends as subscribers to your maga- 
zine. — Mr. M.W., Missouri. 
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World Exhibition of the Catholic Press 





F SIGNAL importance in the history of the Catholic Press is the great 
World Catholic Press Exhibition which is to be held in Vatican City 
from April ist to October 31st this year. The exhibition is being 

erganized as an act of homage to His Holiness, Pope Pius XI, on the occasion 
of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the Osservatore Romano. The Holy Father 
is greatly pleased with the widespread interest being manifested, and has shown 
his deep interest by appointing a prominent site in Vatican City — the Cortile 
della Pigna—as the center of the exhibition. The scope of the exhibition 
and the results hoped for are expressed in a letter of the Papal Secretary to the 
President of the Executive Committee in Rome: “...such an exhibition, as a 
world review of Catholic activity in the apostolic field, as a testimony of the 
most recent improvements of an organizing and technical nature, as a living 
illustration of the most active moral, religious and social problems connected 
with the daily and periodical press, should undoubtedly result in luminous 
teaching, not only to journalists and other Catholic publicists, but also to the 
entire mass of the faithful, and as an efficacious incentive to further progress 
and to new initiatives.” 





The Light of the World yy 


* * * 


Jesus is the Light of the world. When He came to 
earth nearly two thousand years ago, “The world knew Him 
not,” as St. John writes. We are quick to blame the Jews 
of old for not knowing Him. when He dwelt in their midst. é 
And yet, alas! though He has been in the world for so long ; 
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a time, how little does the world still know Him! How many 
millions there are who are still ignorant of, or indifferent 
toward, His presence in the Blessed Sacrament. Yes, even 
fervent Catholics, carried away by other popular devotions, 
too often forget that Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament is the 
Light and the Life of the world —that He is the source of 
all grace and the giver of all gifts. 

Oh, let us make amends, as far as possible, for this cold- 
ness and forgetfulness, by often visiting our dear Lord in the 
Sacrament of His love. And when we cannot ourselves be 
present in church to adore Him, let us give expression to our 
loving and grateful sentiments by contributing toward the 
adornment of His sanctuary. 

In our Adoration Sanctuaries at Clyde and Mundelein, 
and now also in the new little sanctuary at Tucson, many 
candles are kept constantly burning before the Most Blessed 
Sacrament exposed. For an alms of 50 cents, a large wax 
candle will be burned a day and a night for your intention; 
for $3.50, one week; and for $12.00, an entire month. 


Benedictine Convent of Pernetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


ee 
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Helplessness of the Poor Souls 





S) 


OLY Church teaches that by the performance of good 
works we can obtain the remission of the punishment 
due to sin, and can merit a reward in the kingdom of 
heaven; on condition, however, that we live in the state 
of sanctifying grace during the pilgrimage of our earth- 
ly life. But once a soul has taken the great step from 

time to eternity, the ability to acquire merit for heaven ceases. There- 
fore, it is altogether out of the question that the poor souls in the place 
of purification can merit anything for heaven. For them the time has 
come, of which the Divine Teacher says: “The night cometh, when no 
man can work” (John ix. 4). Their love for God may be ever so 
burning, their repentance ever so sincere, their resignation to the will 
of God most heroic, their patience touching to a superlative degree, 
their prayers devout, their longing after the beatific vision of God most 
passionate, yet they cannot thereby acquire any merit for heaven. What 
the soul still owes to Eternal Justice must be paid through expiatory 
sufferings, through the endurance of pain, unless satisfaction is offered 
in its behalf by friends on earth. 

We upon earth likewise have various sufferings to bear. Yet even 
though misery weighs upon us painfully, there are different means at 
our disposal, through the application of which we can find relief. It 
is not thus with the suffering souls in purgatory. Their sufferings 
serve only for the payment of their penalty; they suffer in order to 
do penance and become purified, and the thought: My sufferings will 
obtain for me greater bliss is far from them. Thus the poor souls 
suffer without being able to help themselves, and are dependent upon 
our help, which will make satisfaction for them. 





We Can Assist the Poor Souls 


The poor souls in purgatory, however, experience many consoling 
thoughts. The principal one is that their salvation is assured; they 
cannot be lost eternally, as we must fear to be. Furthermore, the 
thought that the Church can come to their assistance consoles them. 
“It is a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they 
may be loosed from their sins” (2 Mach. xii. 46). We can render 
effectual help to the poor souls by our prayers. 

The teaching of the Holy Fathers substantiates this statement. 
St. John Chrysostom writes: “Not by weeping will the departed be 
helped, but by prayer and alms.” St. Ambrose says: “Not by mourn- 
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ing, but by prayer; not by tears but by sacrifice, commend to the 
Lord the souls of the departed.” 

The Church puts this teaching into practice: For the consolation 
of the poor souls, she celebrates a special day of Commemoration; 
she offers up the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for them; she has the 
Divine Office prayed for them and endows with indulgences many 
prayers and good works performed for the departed. 

Jesus Christ has promised to answer our prayers in all that con- 
cerns our good; why, then, should He refuse them when they are 
offered for the poor souls? By our good works we acquire atoning 
merits, which we can offer to God as compensation for the punishments 
due to our sins. But if we renounce these merits and generously offer 
them to God, begging Him to alleviate and abridge the sufferings of 
the poor souls, why should not the all-bountiful God consent to this 
charitable offering? 

The most faithful servants of the Church have always acted accord- 
ing to this teaching. They hastened to assist the poor souls by every 
possible means. The great doctor of the Church, St. Ambrose, spoke 
the following words in his funeral discourse at the death of the 
Emperor Valentinian: “I will not allow a single day to pass without 
remembering you, poor soul. Every night you shall be the object of 
my supplications. You shall participate in my offering of the holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. If I forget you, may my right hand be for- 
gotten.” St. Bernard, another illustrious doctor of the Church, writes: 
“With lamentations I will entreat the Lord, groaning I will urge upon 
Him, through my prayers I will be a mediator in behalf of the poor 
souls. I will offer up the holy Sacrifice of the Mass for their pacifica- 
tion, in the hope that the Lord will deign to look graciously upon them, 
and change their torments into rest, their misery into glory, and their 
pains into heavenly reward.” 

In the life of St. Lidwina, written by the renowned Thomas A 
Kempis, we find the following passage: “This great sufferer, during 
the thirty-four years that she uninterruptedly endured the most painful 
sickness, in her repeated raptures was. frequently conducted by her 
guardian angel into purgatory, where’ she saw the poor souls suffer 
exceedingly, each according to the diversity of punishment due to his 
sins. This caused her not only to disregard her own sufferings, but 
even to take upon herself very painful works of ‘penance in behalf of 
the poor souls. She incessantly implored mercy for them and wept 
over the extreme misery of these sufferers so frequently and so co- 
piously that when natural tears failed her, she shed tears of blood.” 




















Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 


The Apostles’ Creed 
First ARTICLE 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth 


Continued 


Being whom we call God, the question, ‘‘Who is God?” presents 

itself. The catechism gives this answer: “God is a pure and 
infinitely perfect Spirit, self-existent, the Creator of heaven and earth, 
and the sovereign master of all things.’’ Or, to express it more fully: 
“God is the Creator of all things, who Himself was made by none; a 
Being infinite in His essence and in all His ineffable perfections, in- 
finite in goodness, wisdom and power; infinite in knowledge and in 
justice; a pure Spirit who on earth cannot be seen by the physical 
sight wut by the inward light of intelligence; whom we cannot hear 
with our ears, but who speaks to our hearts; whom we cannot touch 
with our hands, but to whom we may unite ourselves by love. God 
is truth, life, holiness, perfection, beauty and infinite goodness. All 
His creatures possess that is good, great or noble is but a pale re- 
flection of His goodness, His beauty and His glory. He is the first 
principle and the end of all things, especially of man, who is His 
adopted son, His living temple, created to know Him, to love Him 
and to serve Him in this world, and to possess Him eternally in 
the next.”’ 

But this explanation is only an imperfect one, because the actual 
nature of God is unfathomable and can never be fully comprehended 
by finite creatures, even in the light of eternity. Yet reason and 
revelation give us some knowledge of God and His infinite perfections 
and attributes. These latter are very numerous, and we shall attempt 
to explain briefly only those of fundamental importance. May the 
Divine Spirit of Light and Love assist us in the difficult task of con- 
fining to a few pages the treatment of a subject so sublime and so 
vast that volumes written on each attribute would still be insufficient 
to describe them adequately. 


H ‘oats considered the proofs of the existence of a Supreme 
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The Attributes of God 


It must be remarked at the outset that when we speak of various 
perfections and attributes in God as being distinct from each other, 
we speak only in human terms, for God is one simple, infinite perfection. 
As applied to God, the distinction between attributes is merely logical 
and not real; the finite mind, being incapable of comprehending the 
infinite sufficiently to describe its essence by a single term, uses a mul- 
titude of terms to convey its ideas. St. Francis de Sales beautifully 
expresses this in his “Treatise on the Love of God’’: — 

When the sun rises red and soon after looks black, or hollow and sunk; 
or again when it sets wan, pale and dull, we say it is a sign of rain. But the 
sun is not red, nor black, nor grey, nor green; that great luminary is not subject 
to these vicissitudes and changes of color, having for its sole color its most 
clear and perpetual light, which, unless by miracle, is invariable. But we 
use this manner of speaking because it seems such to us, according to the 
variety of vapors interposed between it and our eyes, which make it appear 
in different ways. 

In like manner we discourse of God, not so much according to what He 
is in Himself, as according to His works, by means of which we contemplate 
Him; for according to our various considerations we name Him variously, even 
as though He had a great multitude of different excellences and perfections. 
If we regard Him inasmuch as He punishes the wicked, we term Him just; 
it as He delivers sinners from their misery, we proclaim Him merciful; since 
He has created all things and done many wonders, we name Him omnipotent; 
as exactly fulfilling His promises, we call Him frue; as ranging all things in 
so goodly an order, we call Him most wise; and thus, continuing and following 
the variety of His works, we attribute unto Him a great diversity of per- 
fections. But, all the time, in God there is neither variety, nor any difference 
whatever, of perfections. He is Himself one most sole, most simple and most 
indivisible, unique perfection; for all that is in Him is but Himself, and all 
the excellences which we say are in Him in so great diversity are really there 
in a most simple and pure unity. And as the sun has none of the colors which 
we ascribe unto it, but one sole most clear light surpassing all color, and 
giving color to all colors, so in God there is not one of those perfections which 
we imagine, but an only most pure excellence, which is above all perfection 
and gives perfection to all that is perfect... 

Our thoughts are too feeble to form a conception which should represent 
an excellence so immense, which comprehends in its most simple and most sole 
perfection, distinctly and perfectly, all other perfections, in a manner infinitely 
excellent and eminent, to which our thoughts cannot raise themselves. We are 
forced, then, in order to speak in some way of God, to use a great number of 
names, saying that He is good, wise, omnipotent, true, just, holy, infinite, im- 
mortal, invisible; and certainly we speak truly. God is all this together, because 
He is more than all this; that is to say, He is all this in so pure, so excellent 
and so exalted a way, that in one most simple perfection He contains the 
virtue, vigor and excellence of all perfection. (Book II, ch. 1.) 


God is a Pure Spirit 


In our definition of God it was said that God is a pure and infi- 
nitely perfect Spirit. Everything that exists is called a being. But 























Tabernacle and Purgatory 309 


there are many kinds of beings. Let us take, for example, a tree. We 
can see it, we can grasp its trunk and branches, we can hear the rus- 
tling of its leaves, we can smell the fragrance of its blossoms and taste 
its fruits. Similar it is with all the beings that surround us; we can 
perceive them by one or more of our senses. But God is not a being 
of this order. He can neither be seen nor heard, nor perceived with 
any other sense. Yet we know that He truly exists. He is a living 
being, impalpable to our senses, and is therefore called a spirit. 

A tree; though it is palpable to our senses, has neither understand- 
ing nor will. A spirit, on the contrary, though it cannot be perceived 
by the senses, is possessed of understanding and free will. God is called 
a@ pure spirit because He has understanding and will, but no body, and 
is absolutely free from every kind of composition or division. 


Self-existent and Eternal 


God exists of His own power; He alone has no cause or principle 
of existence. All other beings depend for their existence upon Him. 
God has always existed, and always will exist. Man, in order to come 
into being, must be born. But God was never born; He never com- 
menced to exist. If His existence had had a beginning, there would 
have had to be a more exalted, a more perfect, a mightier being who 


called Him into existence; He would therefore not be an infinitely ~ 


perfect and supreme being; in other words, He would not be God. 
“Before the mountains were made or the earth and the world was 
formed; from eternity to eternity Thou art God,” says the psalmist 
(Ps. Ixxxix. 2). 

As there never was a time when God did not exist, so there will 
never be a time when God will not exist. Beings which have had a 
beginning, but will have no end, are called immortal, such as the angels 
and the souls of men. But God alone possesses the attribute of eternity 


.— having neither beginning nor end. To our frail minds, eternity is 


an unfathomable term. If we were to go back as many thousands of 
years as there are leaves upon the trees, drops of water in the ocean 
or grains of sand upon the earth, this would be a prodigious number of 
years; yet, compared to eternity, it would still be only a trifle. If the 
earth were entirely composed of grains of sand, and a bird were to 
carry away a single grain every thousand years,—or if one drop of 
water were to be dipped from the ocean every century, what ages would 
pass until the earth and the sea were exhausted. And yet — beyond 
all this, God will continue because He is eternal. 

God is neither young nor old. When He spoke to Moses from the 
burning bush, He said: “I am who am” (Exod. iii. 14). He did not 
say, I was, or I shall.be, but, Iam. With Him there is no yesterday, 
no tomorrow, but only an eternal today. 


Unchangeable 


In God “there is no change, nor shadow of alteration’ {James i. 
17). He remains the same from eternity to eternity. He can neither 
decrease nor increase in His perfections; He cannot gain any new per- 
fection, nor can He lose the perfections which He possesses. ‘The 








310 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


works of Thy hands are the heavens,” says the psalmist. ‘They shall 
perish, but Thou shalt continue; and they shall all grow old as a gar- 
ment, and as a vesture Thou shalt change them... But Thou art the 
self-same and Thy years shall not fail” (Ps. ci. 26-28). 

God is immutable or unchangeable, first of all, in His being. See 
the body of man, to what changes it is subject. At birth he is weak 
and frail. Gradually he grows in stature and strength, until he reaches 
the fulness of manhood. Then again his strength begins to decline, his 
sight and hearing grow weak, until at last death dissolves his frail 
body and it returns to dust and ashes. God, being a pure spirit, 
cbviously cannot change in this way. Yet neither do His understanding 
nor His will undergo any change. Behold, again, by way of compari- 
son, the changes in the understanding of man. As a child he grasped 
with difficulty the rudiments of education. But, having attained to 
manhood, many a one has so increased in learning that his understand- 
ing pierces the heavens and penetrates the depths of the sea. Or, con- 
sider a poor heathen, whose understanding is clouded in darkness. He 
worships dumb beasfs and inanimate creatures. But, scarcely has the 
light of the Gospel been imparted to him than his understanding be- 
comes illuminated and he eagerly drinks in the heavenly doctrine. In 
disgust he abandons his false deities and devotes himself with ardor 
. to the service of the one true God... Thus the human understanding 
changes, but not the Divine. God understands everything in the most 
perfect manner, the same today as yesterday or a thousand years ago. 
He forgets nothing; He adds nothing to His knowledge. His under- 
standing remains the same from eternity to eternity. 

The will of man is likewise changeable. He inclines now to one, 
now to another side; now to good, and again to evil. One day he is 
jubilant and happy; the next, downcast and sad. At the Last Supper, 
Peter, in holy zeal, swore to our Lord that he would rather die than 
deny Him; and yet, a few hours afterwards he thrice declared, ‘I 
know not the Man!” It is not so with the will of God. What He willed ~ 
from eternity He wills today, and shall will forever. 


Omnipresent 


Our holy Faith teaches us, further, that God is everywhere. Just 
as the soul is present in all parts of the body, so God is present in all 
places, in heaven, on earth, and under the earth. The light of the sun 
which fills the universe and penetrates into all places is a dim picture 
of the omnipresence of God. As St. Isidore observes: ‘“‘God is not in 
one place only; His spirit fills all things; His presence compasses all 
things; no place can be imagined where He is not present.’’ How beau- 
tifully is this expressed in the psalmist’s words, which the Church has 
incorporated into her liturgy: ‘“‘Whither shall I go from Thy spirit? 
or whither shall I flee from Thy face? If I ascend into heaven, Thou 
art there; if I descend into hell, Thou art present. If I take my wings 
early in the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even 
there shall Thy hand lead me and Thy right hand uphold me” (Ps. 
exxxviii. 7-10). 

Oh, how comforting is the thought that God is everywhere present, 
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to protect us in danger, to aid us in trial and temptation, to comfort 
us in sorrow and distress. But how terrifying, too, is the reflection 
that He, our future Judge, witnesses all our evil deeds, even those per- 
formed most secretly! Were we always mindful of His presence, should 
we ever dare commit sin? 
O Seeliens 

Most closely united to God’s omnipresence is His omniscience. God 
knows all things perfectly, and from eternity. He knows the past, the 
present and the future; He knows not only our external acts, but also 
our most secret thoughts and desires. Millions of persons have lived 
and died since the world began, and numberless events have taken 
place. Yet how restricted is our knowledge of them, because of our 
human limitations. But God, who existed long before mankind com- 
menced to reckon the years, knows all things that were ever said or 
done, by all persons, in the remotest parts of the earth, in every age 
and at every moment. Further, He knows all that is being thought, 
said or done at the present moment, by all persons, in all places, 
throughout the world. Likewise, His all-seeing eye penetrates the 
future, and He knows all that will yet, be thought, said or done, all that 
will yet happen, until the end of time. All human knowledge, compared 
to the omniscience of God, is like a drop of water compared to the vast 
ocean, 


All-Wise 


God is all-wise; that is, He knows how to dispose all things in the 
best manner, in order to attain His end. In all things He has the most 
perfect designs, and orders all things so that they may be most perfectly 
accomplished. And yet, how many of us find fault, in one way or an- 
other, with the way in which the world is regulated. Why was this or 
that allowed to happen? we ask, or why was this or that so arranged? 
Ah, let us learn a lesson from the peasant who lay down beneath an 
oak tree to rest. Above his head he noticed the little acorns hanging 
from the majestic oak, while in a field nearby, large golden pumpkins 
were trailing on the ground. ‘‘Would it not have been better,” he 
thought, “to let these litte acorns grow close to the ground, and the 
beautiful pumpkins on high trees where they might be seen?” Just 
then a gust of wind shook the tree, and an acorn struck his nose with 
such force that it began to bleed. ‘‘Ah,” said he, “if a pumpkin had 
fallen upon my head, I would have been crushed.” Thereafter he 
refrained from finding fault with the works of God. 

All creation is an eloquent witness of the wisdom of God: the 
revolution of the earth upon its own axis and about the sun so as to 
bring about day and night and the changes of season; the distribution 
of: plants and animals, over the earth, with natures suited to their 
habitat; the invisible forces of gravitation, magnetism and electricity, 
which defy human understanding. And in the animal kingdom, in the 
plant world, in the mineral kingdom, there are unnumbered manifesta- 
tions of the wisdom of God. The human body, with its countless sinews, 
joints, veins, bones and nerves, so skilfully joined and- arranged that 
all members mutually serve and assist one another, what a master- 
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piece of Divine wisdom it is! The eye alone is an infinitely greater 
achievement than any work ever produced by human hand. And when 
we raise our eyes heavenward, countless wonders of Divine wisdom 
shine down upon us from above. 

Just as God understands how to construct all things perfectly, so 
He also knows perfectly how to direct the destinies of men, But He 
leads us according to His own intelligence, and not according to ours. 
Hence we are often dissatisfied, because with our dwarfed understand- 
ing we imagine that things entirely different than He ordains would 
be for our good. We think, for example, if only we enjoyed good 
health, we could serve Him so much better, or could be so much more 
useful in the world; or, if we were only rich, we could do so much good. 
But God knows that if we were well, we should fall into evil ways, and 
therefore He keeps us on a bed of suffering; He knows that if we 
possessed riches, our hearts would become too greatly attached to the 
goods of this world and we should lose sight of those of eternity. 

The uses of many of God’s creatures are not known to man, and 
he therefore calls them vermin and weeds. One often hears the ques- 
tion: “What is the good of these things?’’ Our understanding is too 
weak to answer this question. We must remember always that God’s 
ways are not our ways, and God’s thoughts are not our thoughts. Thus, 
God sends man sickness, sterile years, destructive thunder storms, hail, 
frost, floods, war, famine, infectious diseases, etc. In all these visita- 
tions, God has His all-wise designs, and even though we do not under- 
stand them, we can be certain that everything serves for our good. 
When people are sick they send for a doctor, who prescribes medicines 
and remedies which are often bitter and hard to take. Our soul is 
likewise in need of a physician to heal its ills. This physician is God. 
The remedies which He uses to cure us are the trials and tribulations 
He sends, which sometimes are very heavy. But, as bitter drugs restore 
our bodily health, so do the afflictions which God sends heal our soul, 
provided we receive them in the proper spirit. 

The wisdom of God shines forth also from the commandments 
which He has imposed upon us. The decalogue which He gave to Moses 
on Mount Sinai is wholly founded on human nature and its destiny, 
and is so wisely designed that it is looked upon as the first and most 
perfect law of nature. In truth, it is said that in giving the ten com- 
mandments to Moses, God did not give him a new code of laws, but 
rather renewed the ancient laws engraven in the heart of man from the 
beginning, but forgotten through evil custom and long-continued 
perversity. To be continued. 





A New Benedictine Catalogue 


A general catalogue of the Benedictine Order, entitled Ss. Patriarchae 
Eenedicti Familiae Confederatae, will be published soon. The book will con- 
tain a complete list of all the members of Benedictine Abbeys and Convents 
throughout the world, as well as statistics relative to parishes, missions, and 
educational institutions of the Order. Price, 7 or 8 Swiss francs. 

Address orders to: Alla Redazione del Catalogo O.S.B. 
Collegio di Sant’ Anselmo, Via S. Sabina 19, Roma (47) Italia. 
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A Widow’s ‘‘Mite’’ 





4) UCH water had passed by the mill since the day when, 
. widowed at a comparatively early age, Alice Forsyth 
had determined to live for God alone, and for her boy. 
Ralph was her all now, true, but hers was a generous 
spirit. She would “not offer sacrifices free cost unto 
the Lord.” Ralph’s earliest ambition had been, not 
to serve only, but to say Mass also. The call, “Follow Me,” appeared 
to have been heard by the eager boy, yet only to be fulfilled some 
years later in so bitter and unexpected a manner. 

He had been at college for some five or six years, years that were 
full of promise for the future, full of happy contentment as to the 
present. His mother, despite the vision of her coming loneliness, re- 
joiced as she saw the work of God grow ever fairer. Had not her 
dreams of her darling pictured him always white-vested at the altar’s 
foot, “Introibo ad altare Dei” on his lips? Yes, surely she could ask 
no greater joy than this, that he, her only child, should remember his 
mother before “the altar of God.” 

Riding had been his best-loved recreation from early days, and 
one that could be easily gratified. The Forsyths possessed ample means, 
and from the Shetland pony Ralph had been promoted to a spirited 
steed. Swinging gallops over moor and miles of rolling country were 
the daily delight of the young lad. Fear was a stranger to him. 

When Ralph’s body was brought home one sultry day in August, 
by four farm-hands, — rough, yet gentle-mannered, — Mrs. Forsyth was 
stunned. His horse had bolted, taking fright at a vivid flash of light- 
ning, and, good rider though he was, Ralph could not control the 
maddened animal. For some distance they had gone at breakneck 
speed, then Ralph had been pitched over the horse’s head, and met 
with instant death. 

Despair possessed the poor widowed heart, now at last bereaved 
of all. She had lost him, her hope and her treasure, in whom all her 
love and motherly pride had centered. Never now could she offer to 
the Eternal Priest the consecrated life of her son. 

Time passed, and with it healing came slowly. All was not yet 
lost. She had, at least, the means wherewith to enable another levite, 
less happily dowered, to take upon him the exalted office and privileges 
denied her own dear son. She could still make a love-gift to the Lord, 
perhaps more acceptable because so utterly free from her own personal 
pleasure and choosing. 

Yet once again, when her loving desire was about to be fulfilled, 
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disaster befell Alice Forsyth. Not one investment was saved to her 
from the financial failure which involved the fortunes of so many 
besides herself, and the widowed woman of forty-five found herself 
cast upon the world, alone and friendless. 

Never strong, Mrs. Forsyth was compelled to seek work where 
she might find it. Her one-time friends had long refused to acknowl- 
edge her, since she had persisted in clinging to “the blind follies and 
ignorant prejudices of Rome.” Alice was a convert, for which none 
of her old acquaintances had ever forgiven her. An attic in a tiny 
side street, opposite the Catholic chapel above the school, was her 
retreat, and here for five long years she worked and prayed and lived, 
“like the saint she was,“ said Father Armstrong, her pastor. 

And now Alice Forsyth was dying. Her life passed in review 
before her. Sorrow, disappointment, failure,—she had never done 
for God what she had longed to do. He had not willed to take those 
gifts from her. Ah! well, some worthier hands would offer them; 
she did not grieve now as she had done in days gone by. Did He 
not know her love, her willingness? He understood. And in the 
peace of that thought she breathed forth her soul. 

Hidden Fruits 

Ten years had passed. On the high road, a stone’s cast from the 
school-chapel, stood a handsome church of grey stone. Over its main 
door was carved a representation of the stoning of the Protomartyr, 
to whom the church was dedicated. The saintly Father Armstrong, 
older and greyer than of yore, was rector, and his curate was not far 
inferior to him in holiness. Many a time he would speak to the young 
man of his former parishioner, Alice Forsyth, and of her sorrows 
and her saintliness. Father Perceval listened attentively, yet the elder 
priest could see that other thoughts were busy in his mind. “You 
often say,” he interrupted the rector one day, in his quick eager way, 
“that I founded this mission, Father. What was my money compared 
with what she offered, the sufferings of a lifetime, the desires of so 
unselfish a heart? If St. Stephen had his martyrdom, Mrs. Forsyth 
had hers too — a martyrdom which built up the stones of St. Stephen’s, 
and gave a church to God.” 

“Yes, and a worthier priest to minister there than ever she had 
in me,” was Father Armstrong’s humble comment to himself as he 
looked at his curate. 

Out of the seeming wreckage of that life had God raised up to 
Himself indeed a worthy temple of stone, and two holier living temples 
of grace. 
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Little Lovers’ League 





menced our Catholic Press Crusade. We hope most sincerely 

that the new year will hold treasures of grace from the dear 
Child Jesus for each of our Little Lovers; that each new day will be 
for you a holy, happy day, drawing you always nearer to Jesus, making 
you more and more like unto Him. 
Before the Eucharistic throne, we 
pray especially for our dear little 
friends, asking the holy Child 
Jesus to make you truly His “little 
lovers,” and — like little Joseph - 
always His real good children. We 
pray also that you may be valiant 
Crusaders, zealous for the cause of 
the Catholic Press. 

But we know that if you are to 
be successful Crusaders, you must 
have a leader, — and who could be 
a better leader, a better model for 
you, than the Child Jesus Himself? 
In this picture, does He not seem 
to call lovingly to you to come to 
Him, to help Him in the great 
crusade He wages unceasingly for 
souls? And does it not give you 
joy to know that you can help 
Him? Ah, yes, you can help Him 
ever so much, and you will do so through your zeal in the Crusade 
for the Catholic Press. Jesus came on earth to save souls —to help 
them reach heaven, where they will be happy with Him for all eternity. 
Therefore, anything you do to help souls, you do for Him. 

Through “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” very many people are en- 
couraged and helped each month. By working for this magazine, then, 
you are truly working for souls. Besides this, you are pleasing Jesus 
by helping us to continue the service of Perpetual Adoration in our 
three Sanctuaries, that service of love and adoration rendered direct to 
Jesus Himself in the sweet Sacrament of the Altar. This will make 
you happy — will it not? May the dear Child Jesus bless your efforts, 
and help you to bring many souls nearer to Him! 


1, fans Year’s Day has come and gone, and with it we have com- 





Little Jesus invites you to be a crusader. 
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You will be faithful Crusaders, zealous Crusaders, we know, and 
we shall be happy to repay your efforts in the way you yourself choose, 
through the premiums we are offering (See page 320). 

We have selected a variety of premiums which we thought would 
please children of all ages. There are some, too, which you might 
like to gain for your father or mother, your big sister or brother — 
perhaps as a birthday gift. We feel sure you will find many things 
in the list which you would like to own, and that you will want to 
work hard to get as many of them as possible. And wouldn’t you 
iike to be the lucky one to gain first prize? 

VIRTUE FOR FEBRUARY: For love of the Child Jesus, and to 
please the Holy Father, who wishes all Catholics to support the Cath- 


olic Press, practice zeal in our Catholic Press Crusade by gaining as 
many new subscribers as you can to “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 


ASPIRATION: Sweet Jesus, Thou hast loved me and sacrificed 
Thyself for me; teach me to love Thee and to sacrifice myself for Thee. 


Little Joseph 


Copyright 1935 





Cuapter II 
Opening Flowers * continued 


HE week following his First Holy Communion, Joseph sought 
diy his mother to unburden his mind. “Mamma,” he asked thought- 
fully, “would you cry if I should go far, far away?” Surprised 

at the question, she asked, “Why Joseph! what do you mean?” 

“Mamma, I would like to do something so great for our Lord! ... 
some great sacrifice...sacrifice upon sacrifice! ...something even 
greater than being a priest!” His eyes were thoughtful, with a far- 
away look. “I’d like to be a missionary and go to far lands where 
they don’t know the name of God, to preach to them and save souls!” 

“Why Joseph!” his mother could only exclaim with a sense 
of shock. 

“But Mamma,” he asked earnestly, “would you cry? ... You'll 
never get to see me again!... I’m going far, far away!” 

Controlling her emotions, however much she wished to relieve 
the pressure on her heart in a flood of tears, she managed to say, 
“No, Joseph, I won’t cry!... If you want to be a missionary, I'll give 
you up willingly and gladly!” In her heart she meant it, but what 
a sense of desolation it left there. In speaking of this later, she said 
it must have been a premonition that overcame her, the dread of 
" *This title was inadvertently omitted in the January issue before 
the subtitle ‘First Holy Communion.” 
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loss, leaving her with a shocked, choking sensation. Gazing at her 
with a long, lingering look, seeming to sense the depth of her emotions, 
Joseph turned away thoughtfully, and silently left the room. 

I’m going far, far away! Were these words prophetic? His 
parents now wonder whether the child perhaps knew he would die the 
following year. Those words recall to mind a lovely poem, an in- 
vitation for volunteers to labor in God’s vineyard, to bring needy 
souls within the haven of refuge under the tender guidance of the 
Good Shepherd. 

“Have you looked for My sheep in the desert, 
For those who have missed their way? 


Have you been in the wild, waste places, 
Where the lost and the wandering stray? 


Have you searched for the poor’ and the needy 
With no clothing, no home, no bread? 

The Son of Man was among them — 
He had nowhere to lay His head... 


Have you trodden the lonely highway, 
The foul and the darksome street? 

It may be you’d see in the gloaming 
The print of My wounded. feet.” 


How fully this little lad of eight responded to the call: “Feed 
My lambs! Feed My sheep!” How ready he was to go “far, far 
away,” to leave those near and most dear to him. “All for Thee, 
sweet Heart of Jesus!” seemed to be the watchword of his young life. 

Some time later, after he had received Holy Communion, he went 
again to his mother with childlike confidence, and said: “Mamma, I 
don’t believe I'll be a priest...I’m afraid I’m not smart enough to 
be a priest.” 

Why this worry, she wondered. Could he be having difficulty 
in some of his studies again? “Well, Joseph,” she, counselled, “if | 
our Lord wants you to be a priest, you'll be one even if you do | 
think you are not smart enough. But Joseph,” studying the earnest 
little face raised to hers, “there is one thing you can be... something 
that is even greater than being a priest — and that’s a saint!” 

Looking up at her searchingly with those serious brown eyes, 
he asked, “What must I do to become a saint, Mamma?” 


“To become a saint,” she instructed, “you must love God above 
? } 


all things, keep from sin, and pray! 
“Why,” in a surprised tone, “is that all you have to do, Mamma?” 

Then after a moment of thought, “That’s not hard to do!” | 
About this time, on account of the depression, with steadily de- 

creasing pay checks, the two brothers were compelled to give up the | 

i 

| 
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new homes they had built near the church and school, and move 
back to their old homes, and again face the dangerous crossing to 
school. Little Joseph, ever the comforter, would often tell his mother, 
“Don’t you worry, Mamma; your day is coming!” his eyes alight 


with conviction: “You'll see!” 
The Christmas Crib 


It was customary for the family to arrange the crib-set several 
weeks before Christmas, leaving the Christmas tree to be set up just 
before the feast. This set was arranged on a large table, draped in 
white, with pasteboard cones covered with cotton-batting, to resemble 
a snowy mountain, and tiny toy trees set about in artistic formation, 
making a picturesque background. This task was a source of keen 
enjoyment for Joseph. Always neat and precise in everything he did, 
he would meticulously arrange each object, over and over, until he 
was satisfied it was in its proper position. The shepherds and three 
Wise Men were at first placed at a distance from the crib in the stable, 
and each day they were moved nearer on their journey to visit and 
adore the little Babe of Bethlehem. 

One day shortly before Christmas, his last Christmas on earth, 
Joseph and his mother were out “window shopping” when he saw a 
little chalice in a shop window. “O Mamma,” he exclaimed, “come 
here! Look Mamma... see that little chalice? Please do tell Santa 
Claus to bring me one!” looking up at her pleadingly, “that’s all I 
ask for!”* 

A week before “Santa” came, Joseph and his little cousin Thomas 
were both taken ill with the flu. (Thomas, the son of Ted and Cora 
Lampe, not yet three years of age, was Joseph’s altar boy when he 
“said Mass.”) Both boys were very ill. The doctor feared pneumonia 
for Joseph. After several days passed, Joseph, weakened and racked 
with fever, confided to his mother: “Mamma — St. Joseph has come. . . 
and he is going to take me with him!” 

On Friday before Christmas, he was filled with a longing to re- 
ceive Holy Communion. “Mamma,” his eyes pleading, “this is the 
first Christmas I can receive the little Infant Jesus. Won’t you go and 
ask Father to bring me Holy Communion on Christmas morning?” 
To his sad disappointment, Father was unable to grant the request. 
~ *Impatient for the time when he might in reality stand at the 
altar and offer up the Holy Sacrifice, Little Joseph found great joy in 
a childish imitation of this holy Mystery, which he carried out with 
much precision and ceremony. We can understand, therefore, why his 
little heart so longed to possess a chalice which should add realism to 
his pious imitation of the sacred oblation. 
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In some strange manner, after Joseph learned the Infant Jesus would 
not come to him on Christmas, he began to grow better. “Mamma,” 
he said, “St. Joseph is not going to take me this time — but the next 
time he comes he is going to take me!” In speaking of this later, 
his mother said she was not then troubled, nor gave it a thought, so 
thankful and happy was she that he was growing better. When the 
deaths of Joseph and his little cousin came so close together — just 
a week apart — it was recalled as remarkable that little Thomas, whose 
life had been feared for, had also improved after Joseph’s rapid 
recovery. 
The Christmas Chalice 

On Christmas morning, Joseph was able to be up and around the 
house. When he saw the coveted chalice among his presents, he raised 
his hands in rapturous joy. Catching it up in both hands, he lifted 
it high above his head, his eyes filled with happiness; then lowering 
his arms he clasped it closely to his breast. After a time, still holding 
-the chalice with one hand, he examined the rest of his presents. His 
father had given the twin boys an electric train, explaining that it 
belonged equally to both. Joseph looked at the train, then back again 
at his chalice. “You can have my share, Edward,” he said. Then he 
disappeared upstairs with the chalice, to return a little later with the 
little glass sugar bow] that had done past service for a chalice when 
he would “say Mass.” 

Joseph revealed his inbred spirit of sacrifice when a seminarian 
called at their home soon afterward to collect old gold and silver. 
Hearing that the gold and silver were to be melted and made into 
chalices for the missionaries, he offered his own little chalice. In- 
expensive though it was, it was the one great treasure in his possession. 
The seminarian, holding up the chalice, asked: “Buddy, what do you 
do with this?” Joseph looked up at him timidly, tog shy to venture 
an answer. Finally his mother explained that he used it when he 
“said Mass.” The seminarian gravely handed it back to Joseph, saying 
thoughtfully, “You keep this! You will get more good out of it 
than we will!” He gave Joseph a medal, urging him to continue 


to be a good boy, and always to pray for his vocation. 
To be continued. 





Contents — February, 1936 


The “‘Offertory” of Jesus’ Life — Nazareth, the Model of Christian 
Families — Harmony in the Home — To God-—on the Wings of Con- 
fidence — A Precious Hostage — A Mighty Agency for Good or Evil — 
Felplessness of the Poor Souls— Know and Explain Your Catholic 
Yaith — A Widow’s “‘Mite’’ — Little Lovers’ League — Little Joseph. 





Valuable and Useful Prizes for Little Lovers’ 
CATHOLIC PRESS CRUSADE 


% * * 


GOOD You will welcome the announcement that the time for 
NEWS! the Crusade is to be extended to Easter Sunday, 
April 12th. This will allow you more time to gain 
some of the beautiful and useful premiums offered. We hope 
the holy Lenten Season, as well as Catholic Press month, will 
prove a most favorable time to gain new subscriptions, and that 
all the Little Lovers will help to make the Crusade a success. 
(Choose any article you wish, according to the number of NEW sub- 
scriptions you send in. If you wish, you may choose several articles to 
make up the prize corresponding to your number of new subscriptions. For 
example, if you send in five new subscriptions, you may, instead of selecting 
a premium listed for five new subscriptions, choose one of those given for 
two and one for three; or, one for one and one for four. If there are no 
prizes listed for the number of subscriptions you send in, you may make up 
the number to which you are entitled by choosing two or more from among 
those given for other amounts of new subscriptions. If you choose an article 
of clothing for a prize, be sure to give your size and age, and the color you 
wish. — Parents or older members of the family may assist children in se- 
curing new subscriptions.) 


The Little Lover who gains the highest number of new 
subscriptions will receive, in addition to the premium selected 
for that number, a cash prize of 15 cents for every sub- 
scription. The second highest number wil! receive a cash prize 
of 10 cents for every subscription; the third highest, 
a cash prize of 5 cents for every subscription. 





For 1 New Subscription 

A booklet and medal of the Infant 
Jesus of Prague — Our Father Book - 
Celluloid-covered plaque of the Child 
Jesus — A colored rosary —A box of 
paints —Bag of 28 marbles — Edu- 
cator crayons or Dixon wood crayon 
pencils — Nickle-plated harmonica 


For 2 New Subscriptions 

A small statue of the Sacred 
Heart or Blessed Virgin — Child's 
prayer-book “Jesus in the Hearts of 
Little Children’ — Imitation leather 
pencil box with 13 articles for school 
use — Young aartist’s coloring set — 
Combination fountain pen & pencil — 
A Jack knife (2 blades) — Eversharp 
pencil (blue, green or red) 


For 3 New Subscriptions 

Scapular medal and chain - A Cat- 
echism game (The Apostles Creed, 
The Seven Sacraments or Our Favor- 
ite Saints) - Prayer-book “Jesus in the 
Hearts of Little Children” -A box of 
water colors—Flash light —2-drawer 
School outfit (contains 28 useful arti- 
cles) — Water-proof school bag, (lunch 
& pencil pockets)-A Jack knife - 
Eversharp pencil 

For 4 New Subscriptions 

A plaque of the Little Flower - 
Missal for Sundays & Feasts — Prayer- 
book “Jesus in the Hearts of Little 
Children,” —- Water proof school bag 
(very roomy) — A Jack knife - A har- 
monica —2-drawer School outfit (con- 
tains 26 articles) 











For 5 New Subscriptions 

A First-Communion. set-714 in. 
Statue of the Infant Jesus of Prague - 
Sacred Heart and Blessed Virgin Li- 
braries (16 booklets) — Fibre suitcase 
book satchel (1534 x 1044 by 5% in.) 
with lock & key (black) -4-drawer 
School outfit (contains 24 articles)-A 
camp knife (with spear, screwdriver 
& caplifter and can-opener). 


For 6 New Subscriptions 

Onyx medallion of the Sacred Heart 
or Blessed Virgin — 10-inch nickel- 
bound Crucifix — Base-ball, bat and 
glove (for boys under 12) — Steel lunch 
kit with pint thermos bottle - Boy's 
chromium-plated pocket watch — Pearl 
necklace (triple strand, about 19 in. 
long) — Roller skates (ball bearing). 


For 7 New Subscriptions 

Sterling silver chain with scapular 
or miraculous medal! (length 15 to 25 
in.) — Fitted school bag of tan water- 
proof cloth, with shoulder strap or 
handles (contains everything needful 
for school use, including fountain pen) - 
5-year leather diary with gold-plated 
lock and key and autograph album 
(green, brown or red) — Fountain pen, 
(11-sided barrel), attractive pearl- 
effect colors. 


For 8 New Subscriptions 

Rosary with sterling silver chain & 
colored beads — “Golden Book” 
(prayer-book of the Blessed Virgin) — 
Choice of following books: Life of 
Guy de Fontgalland - Maria of Padua - 
Antonito - Little Nellie of Holy God - 
or, Little Lives of Saints.— Auto valve 
harp harmonica — 3-piece basketball 
outfit— Boy's pocket watch—A flash- 
light - A football. 


For 9 New Subscriptions 

Catholic Girl's Guide-The Young 
Man's Guide-A silk parasol (blue, 
green or brown, with border and all- 
over pattern) -A handsome ukulele, 
with instruction book and pick. 


For 10 NEW Subscriptions 

A 12-in, statue of the Infant Jesus 
of Prague — A rose-wood hanging Cru- 
ciix-A toy typewriter that really 
writes (dial system) - “Speedline” 


ball-bearing roller skates - A tennis 
racket (medium weight) — Tan horse- 
hide baseball glove (full size). 


For 11 New Subscriptions 

Pictorial Lives of the Saints (book) — 
A box kodak (takes pictures 244 x34%4 
in.) -A_ silk parasol, 16-rib (blue, 
green or brown, with border and all- 
over pattern) —-Boy’s bathrobe (6-16 
yrs.), plain Whittenton cloth, (blue 
brown or maroon) - Girl's bathrobe 
(8-14 yrs.) cotton beacon blanket 
cloth (blue or red) — A fountain pen. 


For 12 New Subscriptions 


Strong black silver-chained rosary - 
Girl's rubberized swavel cloth rain 
coat and beret, double-breasted (blue 
brown, green,. red or tan) —Boy’s 
pocket watch, chromium plated. 


For 15 New Subscriptions 


Complete set of our booklets (59)- 
Waterman's fountain pen (mention 
whether fine, medium or heavy point 
is desired) —Boy's coat (6-18 yrs.) 
black leather-tex, sheeplined with 
sheepskin collar — Boy's moleskin cloth 
coat, sheeplined with sheepskin collar 
(brown) — Girl's rubberized plaid suede 
cloth jacket (red, blue or brown; 8-16 
yrs.) — 4-pocket cowhide brief case, 
black or brown — Overnight case, 12 x 
11144x6 in. — Boy's bathrobe (6-18 
yrs.) blue or brown plaid beacon cloth- - 
Girl's rose or blue corduroy bathrobe 
or Beacon cotton cloth (brown & tan, 
with blue, green or red shading) for 
girls over 12. 


For 20 New Subscriptions 

Roman Missal for every day — Beau- 
tiful rosary, hand-made sterling silver 
chain, colored imitation stone beads -— 
Boy's or girl's New Haven wrist 
watch, chromium plated with metal 
link bracelet or leather strap band - 
A 3-pocket brief case, cowhide, smooth 
or walrus grained, black or brown, 
16x11 in.—Baseball glove, ball and 
bat (full professional size) — Volley 
ball and net, a prize which a whole 
class or family can enjoy. ~ 


_For 25 New Subscriptions 

A seal. oil painting of the Child 
Jesus, the Blessed Virgin or the Sacred 
Heart - A St. Andrew's Daily Missal - 
A 4-pocket brief case, smooth or wal- 
rus grained cowhide (black or brown) 
16x11 in. — Boy’s or girl's wrist 
watch, chromium plated, with leather 
strap or matching link band. 





“So Let Your Light Shine...” 


HE zealous Catholic, realizing the great treasure he has in his 
religion, longs to lead others to know and love it. He lets the 
light of his holy Faith shine! But in how many cases, alas! 
is he handicapped in his endeavors because he has not the 

support of the printed word; he has no literature — inexpensive and 
easily procurable — with which to support his efforts, to make the 
effect of his words and example permanent and forceful. 

Our booklet Do You Know the Church? has been designed 
especially to help those who wish to make known the sublime religion 
of Jesus Christ. It is ideal for Study Clubs and Convert Classes. 
The following extract from a letter written by one of the clergy is 
a characteristic comment: 








You are covering a vast field in a short space. Your procedure is 
simple and the value of your booklet lies in the frequent quotations 
from Holy Scripture... There is no doubt that the booklet will be 
a great help to the sincere person seeking information relative to the 
Church established by Christ. 


What a consolation must be yours in the knowledge that through 
your efforts many wandering feet may be led to Christ! It is im- 
possible to measure the streams of grace that will flow through these 
precious channels. May God's blessing be upon this fervent endeavor! 








Great indeed is the field of Catholic Action here presented to an 
earnest, thinking Catholic in the distribution of these booklets! Splen- 
did the opportunity to make known the truths of his-religion that others 
may grasp it! Outstanding the opportunity to let his light shine! 


Do You Know the Church? — Ah, yes, 


Vols. I & II 5¢ each but are you helping 
Reduction for quantities. others to know her too? 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Rear to God 

‘% AR removed from the busy turmoil of the world, sheltered within 
] the enclosure of the monastery, the Benedictine Lay-brother leads 
a life of prayer and labor —a happy, tranquil life of work and prayer. 
In humble obedience he toils for the glory of God, the sanctification 
of his own soul, and the salvation of others. By his labor and prayer, 
he supports the apostolic works of the clergy. Following the example 
of the great St. Joseph, he uses for the glory of God the knowledge 
which he may have gained in the world of useful trades such as: 
tailor, shoemaker, printer, bookbinder,; mechanic, etc. Truly, a noble 
vocation for those who have not received the call to the priesthood! 
For further information concerning the life of a Benedictine Lay- 

brother, apply to the Rev. Brother Instructor, Conception, Missouri 





